
From the Majestic 
Coast of Oregon 
and the Shining Sea 
to the Lusturous 
Forests of Greenery, 
Oregon is a nature 
wonderland of 
hidden treasures 
and gleaming 
landscapes that 
Photographer of 
the Year, D.D. Reed 
captured with an 
artistic eye.

By Kim Castleberry   
Photography by D.D. Reed

HIDDEN  TREASURES
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As a child, D.D Reed 
would travel to Oregon 
during summertime. 
Oh, how she always 
looked forward to 
summer because that 
was when she could 

explore her natural playground with excitement 
and enjoyment. The pivotal moment of being 
able to capture that thrill and discovery was 
when she got a brand new camera for her 
birthday. That was when she discovered she 
had a talent for capturing the unknown, looking 
at things in a different perspective that other 
people wouldn’t have notice in the first place.  
 So from that day forward, she was almost 
obsessed of getting that moment, the perfect 
moment, exploring earth’s beauty with awe 
and inspiration walking on the shores or hiking 
through the forests. It all had a magnetic effect 
on her and one morning she did it. Looking 
down, instead of seeing one main image, she 
broke it up into several pieces. Instead of seeing 
the shore, she saw millions of tiny multicolored 
stones in the sand. Instead of seeing the forest, 
she saw thousands of different colored leaves. 
She was compelled to photographed it all.  
 I want to be able to look back on my images 
again and again so I can get that feeling I had the 
first time,” Reed said. “ It is rejuvenating to be 
in nature, to be a part of it.” She described it to 
me that is was almost an addiction, an uplifting 
feeling of being able to capture seconds of 
moments at a time. She was making history 
of her all, being able to do it through her lens. 
Experiencing hearing the roar of the ocean, the 
call of the seagulls, to the chirping in the trees, 
it filled her with creative inspiration, constantly 
refilling as she traveled the world. But always, 
she would return to Oregon,  for it was the 
place she discovered her talent.  
 A self taught photographer, she learned how 
to make the best of her time in the field and 
keeping up through the changes in imaging 
technology. She says it isn’t easy dealing with 
the digital side of photography, but learning new 
things is what makes it a thrilling  job. It is almost 
like a puzzle figuring it all out, but then I get this 
aha moment when I am able to solve it. Reed 
believes that compelling outdoor and landscape 
imagery will alwayas combine some kind of 
personal connection to nature and skillful 
technique. “It seems to be a form of grace,” she 
goes on, “it is an act of will.” 
 

Staying Fresh
To be able to keep her photography fresh and 
exciting, Reed will put herself in continual new 
situations that keep her feeling connected, such 
as being part of the polar bear club and diving 
into the deep blue sea in the middle of winter or 
traveling through the wild as much as possible 
to relive all of the sensations that inspired her 
in the first place. Her favorite time is at sunset, 
where the air grows quiet and the breeze is 
settling down for the day. It is a singing in her 
soul, constantly recharging her from within. To 
Reed, the will to get away from city life, with just 
a simple camera in tow, is very essential to being 
a great photographer. 
 For those who are budding photographers, 
Reed urges that you should set high standards 
on images that are personally moving and take 
the camera with you everywhere, not just when 
you plan to. That is what she does frequently 
for you never know when there is shot worthy 
moment going to happen. It is all that is needed 
in that one split second decision. Like they say, 
make every moment count.  Your Equipment 
is everything in getting that perfect shot. But 
don’t expect high quality additions to guarantee 
beautiful images, even the most homely 
cameras have given stunning photos. It is all 
do to being to have the eye for it. Her advice is 

A

“Art enables us to find ourselves and  

lose ourselves at the same time.”

Tide Pools, Lighting, and 

Weather
Rocky shores are a defining 

feature of the high dramatic 360-
mile long coastlines of Oregon. 

The many tidepools, cliffs, rocks, 
and submerged reefs support 

an ecologically rich and diverse 
ecosystem at the boundary of the 

land and sea along 161 miles of 
Oregon’s coastal shorelines.  The 
rocky shore areas, particularly the 

rocky intertidal habitat, attract 
thousands of visitors annually. Rocky 

shores are thus resources of high 
ecologic, economic, and social values 
to a wide range of stakeholders from 
local communities to agencies and 

citizens of the world at large.
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You need to look for, Redd suggests going back 
to those original pictures you took when you 
first began using your camera. 
Don’t forget to define and hone in your own 
style. It refines a photographer’s interests 
when you start having familiar settings.  Reed 
continues in one breath. “It has to speak to your 
soul. Without your soul, there is despair in the 
world and all you see is ugliness. I don’t get how 
people can live like that so I look for the positive 
in my images, the beauty.”
 Reed talks about rejection as well. Learning 
to accept criticism and rejection is a way of 
growing and getting better as a photographer. 
But when you get published for the first time, 
it is exciting to see your work displayed in a 
magazine looked by others. I think there’s a 
beginning when you’re learning and growing, 
which, of course, has its charms. Soon, you’ll 
begin sharing your work more and more with 
the world. It is a continous cycle in the learning 
process. I mean, you’ll never stop learning and 
eventually you’ll grow used to it all. And that is 
when the spark can fade and the excitement 
will dim. So keep jolting yourself with the 
unexpected and it remain by sharing with those 
in society about what you’re passionate about.  
 The way how images are shared, whether by 
selling art prints, gallery exhibits, print media or 
showcasing work on the web, doesn’t matter. 
What’s important is sharing and communicating, 
which Reed adds, “is just human nature. Without 
it we would simply not evolve and grow.” 
 
A Digital Revolution
In the last couple of years, shooting film was no 
longer an option or practical to Reed. Film was 
fading and everybody is living in the now decade 
where they wanted done as soon as possible or 
getting that digital look that everyone seemed 
awe by being able to alter your images by 
removing objects or even adding them in. The 
entire photo-buying world, outside of some 
galleries, had switched to digital workflows 
so she had to get with the program. She felt 
encouraged because, after all, principles hadn’t 
changed simply because light now fell on an 
electronic sensor instead of film emulsion. 
She did see a good point. The weight of her 
backpack wasn’t significantly as heavy as it used 
to be, she didn’t have to worry about her film 
being exposed or damaged. But even more 
significantly, shooting digital allowed her to 
work more quickly in the field. 
  Reed learned fast shooting with large format 
film because each time she tripped the shutter 

it cost her at least $5. So in economically hard 
times after the recession, she was forced to 
accurately predict her results or go broke. And 
she didn’t want that to happen. No, she did not. 
She wanted it be a fantastic experience.  
 “People just assume that they have a digital 
camera they can be photographers as well. But 
you really need to research and talk to fellow 
photographers, take classes, anything to get to 
that professional level. Once you accomplish 
any or all of these things, you can predict in an 
instant, not only exposure and depth of field, but 
the strength adn uniqueness of subject matter 
and its composition,” she says, “ all without 
picking up their camera.” 
 The fact is that photographers rather than 
taking hours on developing their film can 
now proof their work immediately with digital 
capture. You don’t have to wait weeks to get 

photos back to see the results. With just a 
button and a screen you can automatically 
check to see if you got the right shot. Reed 
believes there’s no experience, and a lot of time 
is consumed, or wasted, if you’re not able to 
previsualize a shot. You have to be an expert at 
it  or just go home, or research it out.  
 “I don’t get a thrill in making photos after 
the fact, explains reed. “If I am not capable of 
capturing a high percent of the magic when I 
hit the shutter, I usually find the postproduction 
doesn’t appreciably help when I’m trying to 
convey. Because in my mind, it is my very edit. 
I don;t have to go through the incredibly time-
consuming tak of editing down thousands and 
thousands of images. Large-format film taught 
to qucikly think and carefully plan about what 
i wanted to express in the first place by pulling 
my technical capacity off.” 

 
A Travel Wonderland
Reed is a huge of fan of making checklists 
before she goes off on a photo trip because it 
saves her time and time again which makes the 
transition from office to wilderness as smooth 
as possible. She also keeps organize files on a 
databased updated at the end of every trip. She 
records everything, from mileage, expenses, 
image sales and notes documenting special 
moments or events. It is best to keep it updated 
constantly or else there can be trouble in the 
end of losing everything. 
 So traveling the wonderments of Oregon is 
just as exciting the first time and it won’t be the 
last either.  This time she captured the beauty 
of Oregon, the lighthouses that line up and 
down the rocky coasts. She captured the soul 
of Oregon, the creatures that mark the shores 

”It has to speak to your 

soul.  WIthout your soul, 

there is despair in the 

world and all you see is 

ugliness.”

The Octopus Tree, also known as The 
Council Tree is located a few hundred feet 
from Cape Meares Lighthouse on the  
Oregon Coast.

The Octopus Tree is a Sitka Spruce 
shaped like an upside down Octopus.

No one knows its actual age because 
that would require chopping down the tree 
to count the rings. However, The Octopus 
tree is believed to be hundreds of years 
old dating back to when the Indians lived in 
the area. In fact, there are rumors that the 
Octopus Tree was shaped like an octopus 
by the Indians to hold their canoes with 
their dead in it. So, the Octopus tree could 
have been an old burial site.

The Friends of Cape Meares Lighthouse 
and Wildlife Refuge donated a sign next 
to the Octopus Tree. The sign reads: The 
Forces that shaped this unique Sitka 
spruce (Picea sitchensis) have been 
debated for many years. Whether natural 
events or possible Native Americans were 
the cause remains a mystery.

Wide Lense or Zoom?
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